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Building on Our Strengths,
Growing in New Directions
AY 2012-2013 Annual Report for the

Center for Innovative Pedagogy
at Kenyon College

Discovering Our Best Practices
Meshing Past, Present, and Future Pedagogies

The Vision Statement of the Center for Innovative Pedagogy:
The CIP facilitates faculty conversations about teaching. Through the resources of
the center, Kenyon faculty augment their knowledge of effective pedagogies. The CIP
staff assist faculty in implementing teaching and learning strategies in the classroom.
The staff also assist faculty with investigating and evaluating pedagogical practices.
It’s been a busy year at the Center for Innovative Pegadogy. In 2012-13, we
were closely involved with campus initiatives to discuss the essentials of a
liberal arts education. We contributed to Kenyon’s ad hoc group on blended
learning, and hosted a nationally-recognized speaker on the topic. In
conjunction with the program in Latino/a Studies, we hosted a speaker on the
best practices for implementing service learning projects, and supported a
summer workshop to further the discussion. The Center also offered faculty
an active set of smaller discussions and workshops. We convened an Advisory
Board to increase communication with the faculty about the direction of the
Center. All the while, the CIP staff continued supporting faculty members’
work with technology in the classroom.
As we enter 2013-14, we look forward to sharing the results of the Essentials
Pilot Projects, enjoying regular opportunities to discuss teaching and learning
over lunch or an afternoon refreshment, and working with faculty on new and
continuing projects.
You can find out more about our activities at our website, http://cip.kenyon.edu
-Joe Murphy
Director of the Center for Innovative Pedagogy
The Center for Innovative Pedagogy is supported in part
by a generous grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Curriculuar Projects
The Center for Innovative Pedagogy was closely involved with two major
curricular initiatives in the 2012-13 academic year.

Essentials Retreat 2012
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This information was provided to the
Ad Hoc Curricular Review
Committee and is published at
http://tinyurl.com/KenyonCourseGoalsInventory
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Following the retreat, we worked
with the group leaders to create
and administer a Course Goals
Inventory, which tried to
identify which courses
in the curriculum
m a nit i e s •
Hu
over the last two
years addressed
different general
education goals
and how intensely
they did so.
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We kicked off the year with the Essentials Retreat in August, in which over
50 faculty members spent two days discussing the roles of six intellectual skills
(geography and interpretation of spatial phenomena, languages and cultural
engagement, oral expression, quantitative literacy, visual literacy and new
media, and analytical writing) in Kenyon’s general education curriculum. The
CIP worked with the leaders of faculty groups focused on a particular skill to
coordinate their work and reporting,
and provided logistical support
S
cia l cienc
So
for the event.
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The Course Goals Inventory is also an instrument which can be used
periodically to check how our curriculum is changing compared to this year’s
baseline data.

Essentials Pilot Project

The CIP solicited proposals for project grants, which provided support to
interdisciplinary groups of faculty investigating new ways to integrate the
essential skills into their courses. These proposals were reviewed by the
newly-established Center for Innovative Pedagogy Advisory Board. The board
awarded nine grants to projects that engaged a total of 50 faculty members.
(Please see Page 7-8 for the full list of grants and participating faculty members.)

Blended and Online Learning
The CIP also collaborated with the postretreat Working Group on Blended and
Online Learning.
Joe Murphy, Director of the CIP, consulted
with Simon Garcia, Assistant Professor
of Chemistry and chair of the working
group, in setting directions for the group’s
research, and in writing and administering a survey of the Kenyon faculty on
their attitudes, experiences, and goals for technology-assisted education. The
report of the group was presented to the faculty and discussed at a faculty
meeting.
The report, published at http://tinyurl.com/KenyonBlendedLearningReport,
focuses on pedagogical objectives which are fundamental to Kenyon’s mission
as a liberal-arts college, and discusses the ways that liberal-arts instructors
— especially Kenyon faculty — use online educational technologies to fulfill
these objectives. The Working Group cited diverse ways Kenyon faculty are
successfully using online technology to reach their goals, but also found
common needs for both technological and pedagogical support.

Community-Based Research/
Service Learning Summer Seminar

The CIP had the opportunity to fund and help facilitate a summer workshop on
Community-Based Research and Service Learning.
Proposed by Clara Román-Odio, Professor of Spanish and Latin American
Literature, this seminar gave eleven interested faculty a chance to work in a
small-group setting with a leading figure in the field, Randy Stoecker, Professor
of Community and Environmental Sociology, at the University of Wisconsin.

Campus Poster for Professor Stoecker’s presentation.

The purpose of the workshop was
to allow Kenyon faculty members
to familiarize themselves with the
scholarly literature in the area, to hear
about current service learning projects
at Kenyon from their colleagues, and
to work on redesigning a particular
course which they believe could
incorporate a meaningful service
learning component.

Those involved with the seminar have taken the information that came out of
this work session and produced a Moodle page which will provide an ongoing
resource for Kenyon faculty interested in service learning.

Flipped Classroom Workshop
The CIP hosted a summer workshop for six faculty who are affiliated with three
larger groups interested in created “flipped classroom” lessons for their students.
The faculty were introduced to a wide range of ways to create video lectures, from
narrated PowerPoint slideshows to interactive exercises which incorporate video,
audio, and assessment. As the year continues, we will meet regularly with these faculty and other members of their groups who were not available for this workshop.

Co-Sponsored Workshop for MLL
The Center for Innovative Pedagogy
also sponsored a departmental
workshop on technology and language
pedagogy at the request of the Modern
Languages and Literatures department.
Led by Cheryl Johnson, Instructional
Technologist specializing in Modern
Languages at Denison University, this
session was designed to introduce the
Cheryl Johnson
MLL faculty to critical resources for
Instructional Technologist in Modern Languages
staying current in this area, essential
Denison University
software tools and strategies for using them, and to brainstorm about the
future use of the Language Learning Center in Olin/Chalmers Libraries.
Fifteen Kenyon faculty members from MLL participated in this workshop.

The CIP Day-to-Day
The staff of the CIP provide direct support to faculty in evaluating
instructional technology and making it work well.
We consult on a variety of technologies, including geographic information
systems, multimedia editing software, statistical software, and web content
management systems such as Moodle and MediaWiki. We’ve also advised
faculty on trying out new technologies such as classroom response systems
(“clickers”), online document sharing systems like Google Docs and Dropbox,
and videoconferencing in the classroom through Skype or Google Hangout.
Departments can also consult with the CIP on larger projects. In the last 2
years, we have researched online homework systems for the Mathematics and
Statistics department, investigated sharing Moodle quiz questions with the
Biology department, and worked with the Modern Languages and Literatures
department to create online forms for the KILM Tutor selection process.
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be another
round of
pilot project
funding in
2013-14.
Watch our
site for
details!

Events and Presentations
The CIP hosted two outside speakers in the 2012-13 academic year. Both speakers
were relevant to campus initiatives, which contributed to their popularity. Total
attendance for these speakers, lunches, and webinars surpassed 125 people, with a
few repeat attendees.

Blended Learning in a Liberal Arts Context
Dr. Bryan Alexander, Senior Fellow at the National Institute
for Technology in Liberal Education, presented an overview of
blended learning efforts at liberal arts institutions. Twenty-four
faculty and LBIS/CIP staff members attended. Dr. Alexander
also consulted with the CIP staff on supporting blended learning efforts, and
conducted a happy hour with seven faculty and staff, a conversation which
included a discussion of online education and MOOCs.

Meeting the Challenges, and Realizing the Promises,
of Higher Education Community Engagement
Co-sponsored with the Latino/a Studies Concentration,
Dr. Randy Stoecker spoke on two of his chief areas of professional
research: community organizing and development and
community-based research. Over 30 people attended this session,
including eight faculty, four professional staff from various divisions, a few
community members and a large number of students. Dr. Stoecker also spent
time consulting with Kenyon faculty members who are already engaged in or
investigating service learning components in their courses.

Video Editing Lunch
Eric Holdener, Instructional Technologist in the CIP, hosted two
lunchtime demonstration of the iSkysoft software for capturing
video clips from DVDs and online sources. Fourteen people
attended the two lunches, and Eric received enough email requests
from individuals who could not attend that he offered a third session, a happy
hour presentation, which four individuals were able to attend. The level
of interest in this sort of software led the CIP to broker a bulk purchase of
discounted licenses for interested faculty.

During the Academic Year

Video Lecture Presentation

The CIP also hosted a panel of Kenyon faculty
members who have created video lectures
for use in their classes. Scott Cummings,
Professor of Chemistry, Ben Schumacher,
Professor of Physics, and George “Mac”
Ben Schumacher Scott Cummings Mac McCarthy
Sociology
Chemistry
McCarthy, Professor of Sociology, discussed Physics
their different strategies for creating videos for students to review, and
how it has affected the way they use class time and improved student
performance in their classes. This audience for this session included thirteen
Kenyon faculty and professional staff members.

Webinars and Technology Workshops
We hosted public viewings of 7 NITLE webinars this year. Two were
well-attended: a presentation by Jennifer Spohrer on the Bryn Mawr NGLC
grant on blended learning which had eleven participants, and a presentation
called “Learning to Fail” by Edward Burger which had fourteen participants.
The other five webinar events had three or fewer faculty viewers.
The CIP also offered eight technology workshops on Moodle, one on Turnitin,
and one on Google Hangout with attendance at these events averaging five
people.
It is frustrating on the face of it to prepare a workshop and have poor
attendance. At the same time, this allows the “workshop” to function more
like a personal consultation, which has the benefit of being better for faculty
productivity and satisfaction.
It also communicates our availability and expertise to our constituents. Many
workshops are followed up by individual appointments with faculty members
who can’t make the workshop time.

Faculty Feedback

At the end of the 2012-13 academic year, the CIP invited faculty to give
their impressions of the CIP through a satisfaction survey. Thirty-six
faculty members (representing twenty-three percent of Kenyon’s fulltime faculty members) responded.
The survey presented a list of events officially hosted by the CIP in
the last two years; seventy-two percent of those who responded had
participated in at least one CIP event. Seventy-three percent of program
attendees reported that they had used something they learned in a CIP
event in their classroom, and eighty-eight percent of attendees reported
that they are planning to do so.
In response to the question “what was worthwhile about the event(s),”
faculty tended to highlight sessions which were hands-on and directly
applicable to their work. They also appreciated the chance to discuss
teaching issues, and to find out what other faculty are doing in their
classes.
Respondents who have attended
at least one CIP-sponsored event
Respondents who have already used something they
learned at an event in one or more of their classes
Respondents who are planning to use something they
learned at an event in one or more of their classes

26
19
23

Eighty-one percent of those faculty members who responded to the
survey had consulted with a CIP staff member about their courses during
this past year. Faculty members indicate that they are highly satisfied
with service they receive from CIP staff to date.

Comments on our service included praise for our helpfulness, patience,
and efficiency. Multiple comments on programming, in fact, suggested
we may wish to focus less on “special topic events” and devote more time
to direct services to faculty (e.g., assisting faculty facing “technological
chores” or expanding the range of pedagogical topics we consult on).
While the size of the CIP staff does limit the amount and kinds of direct
service we can provide at this time, we will examine our current service
model to see how we can expand services without overtaxing our staff
and resources.
Satisfaction with CIP Service

20
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There is an interesting challenge in the feedback we received: hands-on,
application-specific workshops were received positively, and technology
help was prized, at the same time that other faculty members suggest
that our events and services may focus too heavily on instructional
technology (to the exclusion of other pedagogical techniques).
Given the background of the CIP staff in technology areas, this may
suggest the need for closer collaboration with the McCoy Chair, or a new
role for the CIP Advisory Board.

The Staff of the CIP
Joseph Murphy is the Director of the Center for Innovative Pedagogy. He
came to Kenyon in 2001 as a Librarian and Technology Consultant, and
served as the Director of Information Resources in Library and Information Services from 2006 to 2011. Mr. Murphy holds a master’s degree in
library science and bachelor’s degree in English, both from the Catholic
University of America. Working with faculty colleagues, Mr. Murphy designs and implements the programming and presentations that connect the CIP to the
campus at large and serve as the gateway for introducing faculty to CIP resources.
Jason Bennett is an Instructional Technologist in the Center for Innovative
Pedagogy helping faculty to incorporate technology into their courses and
supporting student use of curricular technology. He previously served as a
Librarian and Technology Consultant at Kenyon College and as a web developer and print designer for the Orbis Media Group. His primary responsibilities include support and training for Kenyon’s course management
system, Moodle and web-based projects. Mr. Bennett holds a master’s degree in library
and information science from Indiana University, Bloomington and a bachelor’s degree in
history and english from the University of Montevallo.
Karen Gordon is an Instructional Technologist in the Center for Innovative
Pedagogy, helping faculty with statistical software packages (SPSS, Minitab,
SAS, STATA, etc.), Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Access, and assisting faculty and students in finding published datasets for their research. She has
worked in different capacities for government facilities, business organizations and educational institutions as a customer support specialist, a systems
analyst, project manager and a library and technology consultant. Ms. Gordon holds a master’s degree in Library Science and a bachelor’s degree in Computer Information Systems,
and received the 2005-06 Louise Giles scholarship from the American Library Association.
Eric Holdener is Assistant Professor of Physics and Scientific Computing
and an Instructional Technologist in the Center for Innovative Pedagogy.
He teaches courses in geology, planetary astronomy, geographic information science (GIS), and paleobiology. As an instructional technologist, Mr.
Holdener assists faculty and students with projects involving digital media
technologies and with GIS projects utilizing industry-leading GIS software
and online mapping applications. Mr. Holdener earned his Ph.D. in Geology from the
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign and his bachelor’s degree in Anthropology
from Washington University (St. Louis).

The 2013-2014 CIP Advisory Board
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The CIP convened an Advisory Board of eight faculty members, the John B.
McCoy-Banc One Distinguished Teaching Chair, and one of the Associate
Provosts to provide advice, support, and guidance to the CIP director and staff.
The Board met six times in 2012-13. Meetings covered topics including the
strategic direction of the CIP, the CIP’s current physical space and what an
ideal space would include, and topics for programming. Two of these meetings
were dedicated to reviewing Essentials Pilot Project grants.
The CIP extends its heartfelt thanks to the members of the 2012-2013 advisory
board who rotated off at the end of the academic year: Zoe Kontes, Sam
Pack, Kerry Rouhier, Elly Smith, and Ben Viccellio. Continuing members for
the 2013-2014 academic year are Ted Buehrer, Ted Mason, Jaret Treber, Jan
Thomas, and Pamela Camerra-Rowe. New members this year are Christopher
Bickford, Katie Corker, Judy Holdener, Ric Sheffield, and Rebecca Wolf.
Notes from advisory board meetings are published to the CIP website at
https://cip.kenyon.edu/site-wide-taxonomy/advisory-board

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Center for Innovative Pedagogy

Programming offered by the CIP is sponsored in part
by a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent
those of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Monthly CIP Events for 2013-2014
Please Note: Monthly Events are subject to the campus calendar;
check cip.kenyon.edu for specific dates for these events.

Blended Learning Lunches
First Wednesday of the Month
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM, CIP

Come share how you’re using technology in the classroom
and find out what your colleagues are doing!

Faculty Discussion Lunches
Second Thursday of the Month
11 AM - 1 PM, Parish House

The McCoy Chair sponsors a table at faculty lunch
to discuss teaching and learning topics. Join us!

Mentoring Undergraduate Research Happy Hour
Third Wednesday of the Month
4 PM, CIP

What works in mentoring student research projects?
What curricular scaffolding do students need to be ready for independent research?
Come join the conversation!

Teaching and Learning Happy Hour
Fourth Tuesday of the Month
4 PM, CIP

Come unwind at the end of the month and talk to colleagues about teaching and learning.
Topics to be determined - write cip@kenyon.edu with suggestions!

Watch for This Exciting Event!

Program by Jeanette Wing, Vice President & Head of Microsoft Research International
Co-Sponsored by Phi Beta Kappa • Date To Be Determined

